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GERN 341

SURVEY OF GERMAN LITERATURE:  VON DEN ANFÄNGEN

BIS ZUR AUFKLÄRUNG
Fall 2008
Hours of Instruction: TR, 4:00 - 5:15

ROOM: 210 Alexander

Instructor:  Dr. Carla Damiano, Assoc. Prof. of German    
INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Office:  Alexander 337

Phone:  (734) 487-3347

E-Mail: cdamiano@emich.edu

Office Hours: MW, 3:30-5:30, TR, 3:00-4:00 and by appointment
REQUIRED TEXT & WEB RESOURCES

1)

Clay, Gudrun, 1000 Jahre Deutsche Literatur: Von den Anfängen bis zur Aufklärung, 2nd Edition. Newburyport, MA: Focus Publishing/R. Pullins Co., 2008.

ISBN 978-1-58510-287-7
or

ISBN 10: 1-58510-287-3  
NOTE: This is a new edition
2) World Wide Web access

3) Webcaucus access

RECOMMENDED TEXTS
1)

-Fulbrook, Mary. A Concise History of Germany, 2nd Edition. Series: Cambridge Concise Histories, London: University College

Paperback:  ISBN-10: 0521540712, Hardback:  ISBN-10: 0521833205

2) 

-Waterman, John T. A History of the German Language, Rev. Ed. 

(Waveland Press, 1976)

ISBN: 0-88133-590-8
3)

-Unabridged German Dictionary. Harper Collins: (1999) or later edition (Hardcover). 

OR
- German Dictionary. Harper Collins: (1998) or later edition (Paperback).

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND METHODS

Readings are from Gudrun Clay, 1000 JAHRE DEUTSCHE LITERATUR: Von den Anfängen bis zur Aufklärung, 2nd Ed. in addition to occasional assignments from the World Wide Web and the Webcaucus.
You can expect this course to expand all your linguistic abilities in German as well as your awareness of the culture, politics, and history of the German-speaking world. You will read representative works from the earliest beginnings of German literature and culture up through the period of the 17th-18th century Enlightenment. Specifically, you will continue to develop your proficiency in all four language modalities: reading, writing, listening, and speaking, with special focus on reading, writing, and interpretive/analytical skills. 

In honing these skills you will, in addition, greatly increase your vocabulary through the critical reading of cultural, historical, and literary texts. These skills may additionally be enhanced via supplemental media, e.g. films, songs, and a wealth of current Internet resources. You will expand your speaking and writing proficiency through class participation, e.g. topical discussions, group and partner work, reports, and writing assignments such as Webcaucus entries - all designed to enhance your knowledge and understanding of the problematics of language, culture and literature. You will become sensitive to some of the major issues and problems of life in the German-speaking world from the time periods spanning 120 B.C. through the 18th century. Through reports and your active, weekly participation in the Webcaucus you will work toward these goals, while at the same time deepen your knowledge and understanding of Central European cultural history. Films, video and period music will supplement instruction when appropriate.

You will use the Webcaucus (http://webcaucus.emich.edu) because updates in daily assignments will be posted there, as well as regular assignments which may require online participation. The Webcaucus is also used as an information source for links which relate to the study of German language, literature, and culture in general, and to the required readings of this course in particular. The title of the Webcaucus for this course is: GERN341 SURVEY LITERATURE FALL 08
OUTCOMES

Following successful completion of this course you will better understand the ties between culture and literature. You will know the major literary periods and cultural traditions, including a general understanding of the interconnectedness of literature, musical traditions and the visual arts and how these relate from a historical perspective. You will demonstrate knowledge through active discussion, oral presentations, written assignments (some online), and through formulating ideas, making comparisons, and applying interpretive and analytical skills on exams. These outcomes are outlined here below. You will . . . :

1. Read, understand, and discuss German literary texts of varying lengths and genres. 

2. Articulate ideas using essential vocabulary to analyze, interpret and compare literary texts.

3. Be able to trace the origins of the modern German-speaking world.

4. Identify the contributions of major writers, thinkers, artists, and cultural icons, the roles they play, and references made to them in the German-speaking world from 800 – the Enlightenment.

5. Demonstrate a heightened language proficiency in relation to understanding, reading, interpreting, and discussing literary texts.

5. Demonstrate increased understanding of cultural and historical knowledge of German and other European cultures.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance (10%)

This course consists of 2 regular class meetings per week.  Given the goals of the course it is imperative that you attend all classes.  You are allowed 2 unexcused absences with no questions asked.  Beginning with the 3rd and each successive unexcused absence, your grade will be lowered on half step, i.e. an “A” will become and “A-“ and so on.  With the 5th unexcused absence you will receive an automatic E for the course. Excused absences include: documented illness, death in the immediate family, participation in a university-sponsored  event, etc. If you know in advance that you will miss a class please notify me via email or telephone during my office hours.

Participation (05%)

Reading and understanding literature in a foreign language requires continuous and consistent preparation. You must come to class with the assigned readings completed. Active participation i.e. partner work, group and class discussion are also vital components of the class. Be fair to yourself and your classmates and come to class prepared! Expect to interact and participate on a regular basis. You will earn from 0 to 10 participation points per day. 

Homework (15%)

You are responsible for the readings and for the written homework assigned regardless of whether you are in class. Late homework will be accepted for credit only in the instance of an excused absence or otherwise according to my discretion. It is important that homework is completed for the assigned date. Homework assignments include: regular readings in the textbook by Gudrun Clay, occasional online readings, along with Webcaucus  responses or written assignments (Webcaucus and written assignments will be graded based on punctuality, effort, and content. You will earn from 0 to 10 points per assignment. Reduced points will be given for late Webcaucus postings).

WEBCAUCUS: <http://webcaucus.emich.edu> will be used in this course to update you on assignments and guide you in reading comprehension via providing you with targeted questions and pertinent vocabulary, both which serve as a starting point for discussion. If you have used the Webcaucus before, simply go to the website above and follow the instructions for login.

This conference is named: GERN341 SURVEY LITERATURE FALL 08
IF YOU HAVEN’T USED THE WEB-CAUCUS BEFORE:

You must have an active emich.edu email address in order to access the Webcaucus. You can logon by going to the emich.edu homepage and clicking on the Webcaucus link, OR simply enter: <http://webcaucus.emich.edu>. *If you are using Webcaucus for the first time, just enter your my.emich.edu username and password (the same as for your email) in the Caucus login box, and follow the prompts.
Reports (20%)

You will also give two (2) short reports (approx. 10 minutes) based on readings and your selection of topics from the list of possible themes. Reports must be delivered on the date for which you have signed up!!! The reports comprise a significant proportion of your grade and require class time. You should consider that you have a responsibility not only to yourself but to your classmates. Be prepared! You will be evaluated based on a rubric which includes categories such as: preparation, presentational style, sources, vocabulary and grammar, and content. In addition, you must prepare a one-page hand-out for the class which outlines your information as well as documents your research. 

Your sources must include at least two references from each of the following categories:

1) a book

2) a scholarly journal

3) a scholarly online source (i.e. no Blogs, not Wikipedia!)

You need a minimum of 6 sources.

You have reserve items available to you, plus we have reference librarians who are happy to assist you. We will spend one class hour in Halle Library where you will be shown how to go about conducting your research.

3 Exams (50%)

The Mid-term Exam consists of short-answer/ essay questions and vocabulary based on readings and discussions up to that point in the semester. Questions will center around the content of the literary works – the who, what, where, when, etc​–of the text, vocabulary, and definitions of literary terms. You will be required to interpret, analyze, and compare literary texts as well as discuss the cultural, historical and political situations out of which these texts arose. The third exam will be written during the regularly-scheduled Finals hour on Tuesday, December 16, 2008 from 3:30-5:00 p.m.

EVALUATION SUMMARY

-Attendance`

= 10%

-Homework (+ Webcaucus) 
= 15%
-Participation

= 05%

-Reports 

= 20%
-Exams

= 50%
GRADING SCALE

A
=
94-100

A-
=
90-93

B+
=
87-89

B
=
83-86

B-
=
80-82

C+
=
77-79

C
=
73-76

C-
=
70-72

D+
=
67-69

D
=
63-66

D-
=
60-62

F
=
59 and below

____________________________________

ADDENDA
-Academic Dishonesty

Office of Student Judicial Service:

Academic dishonesty, including all forms of cheating and/or plagiarism, will not be tolerated in this class. Penalties for an act of academic dishonesty may range from receiving a failing grade for a particular assignment to receiving a failing grade for the entire course. In addition, you may be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Services for discipline that can result in either a suspension or permanent dismissal. The Student Conduct Code contains detailed definitions of what constitutes academic dishonesty, but if you are not sure about whether something you are doing would be considered academic dishonesty, consult with the instructor.

-Classroom Management Issues

Office of Student Judicial Services:
Students are expected to abide by the Student Conduct Code and assist in creating an environment that is conducive to learning and protects the rights of all members of the University community. Incivility and disruptive behavior will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave class and referral to the office of Student Judicial Services (SJS) for discipline. Example of inappropriate classroom conduct include repeatedly arriving late to class, using a cellular phone, or talking while other are speaking. You may access the Code online at www.emich.edu/sis
-Student and Exchange Visitor Statement (SEVIS)

Office of International Student:
The Student Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) requires F and J students report to the Office of International Students, 244 Student Center, within 10 days of the event:


Changes in your name, local address, major field of study, or source of funding.


Changes in your degree-completion date.


Changes in your degree level (ex. Bachelors to Masters).


Intent to transfer to another school.

Prior permission from OIS is needed for the following:

Dropping ALL courses as well as carrying or dropping BELOW minimum credit hours.


Employment on or off-campus.

Registering for more than one ONLINE course per term (F-visa only)

Endorsing I-20 or DS-2019 for re-entry into the USA.

Failure to report may result in the termination of your SEVIS record and even arrest and deportation. If you have questions or concerns, contact the OIS at 487-3116, not your instructor.

-Special Needs Accommodations

If you wish to be accommodated for your disability, EMU Board of Regents policy #8.3 requires that you first register with the Access Services Office (ASO) in room 203 King Hall. You may contact ASO by telephone at 487-2470. Students with disabilities are encouraged to register with ASO promptly as you will only be accommodated from the date you register with them forward. No retroactive accommodations are possible.

___________________________________________

Announcements for German Majors and for German Major and Minor Teacher Candidates

You must collect and save  samples of your German assignments and work (tests, quizzes, journals,  reports, papers etc.) of this class for your future senior portfolio.

New Assessment Guidelines based on National College Accreditation for Teacher Education (NCATE) and American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), require that foreign language students at EMU fulfill the following:

1) A. All students in GERN343 must complete the online STAMP Test (reading, writing, speaking)  at a designated time in November (free of charge) in Alexander computer lab 

B. All students at end of GERN 344 or beginning 400-level must complete the online 

 STAMP TEST at a designated time (free of charge)   

2) German majors and teacher candidates: Establish an online portfolio with LIVE.TEXT (students pay for set-up through COE; for training session contact Amy…………….) to upload samples of assignments, papers, quizzes, etc. from all levels of courses

3) German majors and teacher candidates: Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 

A. Diagnostic interview at end of 300/beginning 400-level (recommended for all students)

B. Exit interview before student teaching (major and minor teacher candidates) or end of 400-level courses (through ACTFL, fee paid by students)

___________________________________________

SEMESTERPLAN
Fall 08

WOCHE 1

4. SEPT. Do.

Einleitung in den Kurs; Selections from Clay, KAPITEL I, DAS GERMANENTUM.

HOMEWORK:

KAPITEL I, DAS GERMANENTUM.

Clay, pp. 3-6, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 6-7 Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur;

Clay, pp. 7-9, Sprache + p. 10, Fragen zur Sprache.

_________________________________________

WOCHE 2

9. SEPT Di.

KAPITEL I, DAS GERMANENTUM.

Clay, pp. 3-6, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 6-7, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur; 

Clay, pp. 7-9, Sprache + p. 10, Fragen zur Sprache.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 10-16, Literatur – Merseburger Zaubersprüche, Ulfilas’ Bibelübersetzung,

Edda, Thorgeirs Vaterrache + pp. 21-24, Fragen zur Literatur.

11. SEPT. Do.

Clay, pp. 10-16, Literatur – Merseburger Zaubersprüche, Ulfilas’ Bibelübersetzung,

Edda, Thorgeirs Vaterrache + pp. 21-24, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 16-21, Das Nibelungenlied + pp. 24-26, Fragen zum Nibelungenlied.

_______________________________________ 

WOCHE 3

16. SEPT. Di.

Clay, pp. 16-21, Das Nibelungenlied + pp. 24-26, Fragen zum Nibelungenlied.

HOMEWORK:

KAPITEL II, FRÜHES MITTELALTER (800-1050).

Clay, pp. 31-35, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 35-36, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur;

Clay, pp. 36-38, Sprache + pp. 39, Fragen zur Sprache.

18. SEPT. Do.

KAPITEL II, FRÜHES MITTELALTER (800-1050).

Clay, pp. 31-35, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 35-36, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

Clay, pp. 36-38, Sprache + pp. 39, Fragen zur Sprache.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 39-43, Literatur – St. Galler Vaterunser, Wessobrunnergebet, Muspilli,

Hildebrandslied (also Hand-Out for Hildebrandslied), Heliand, Roswitha von Gandersheim, Nokter der Deutsche + pp. 43-45, Fragen zur Literatur.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 4

23. SEPT. Di.

Clay, pp. 39-43, Literatur – St. Galler Vaterunser, Wessobrunnergebet, Muspilli, Hildebrandslied (also Hand-Out for Hildebrandslied), Heliand, Roswitha von Gandersheim, Nokter der Deutsche + pp. 43-45, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK:

Review for EXAM I, KAPITEL I+II

 25. SEPT. Do.

EXAM I, KAPITEL I+II

HOMEWORK: 

KAPITEL III, HOHES MITTELALTER ODER DAS CHRISTLICH-RITTERLICHE MITTELALTER (1050-1300).

Clay, pp. 51-56, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 56-57, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 5

30. SEPT. Di.

KAPITEL III, HOHES MITTELALTER ODER DAS CHRISTLICH-RITTERLICHE 

MITTELALTER (1050-1300).

Clay, pp. 51-56, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 56-57, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 57-58, Sprache + pp. 59, Fragen zur Sprache;

Clay, pp. 60- 62, Literatur – Heldenepos + Höfischesepos (Rolandslied + Parzival) + 

pp. 68-69 Fragen zur Literatur, pp. 68-69, Fragen zu Rolandslied + Parzival.

2. OKT. Do.

Clay, pp. 57-58, Sprache + pp. 59, Fragen zur Sprache;

Clay, pp. 60-62, Literatur – Heldenepos + Höfischesepos (Rolandslied + Parzival) + 

pp. 68-69, Fragen zur Literatur, pp. 68-69, Fragen zu Rolandslied + Parzival.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 62-64, Literatur – Tristan und Isolde, Der arme Heinrich + 

pp. 69-70, Fragen zur Literatur, Tristan und Isolde, Der arme Heinrich (including p. 70, Übungen zur Sprache + Nacherzählung).

________________________________________ 

WOCHE 6

7. OKT. Di.

Clay, pp. 62-64, Literatur – Tristan und Isolde, Der arme Heinrich + 

pp. 69-70, Fragen zur Literatur, Tristan und Isolde, Der arme Heinrich (including p. 70, Übungen zur Sprache + Nacherzählung).

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp.64-68, Lyrik (Walter von der Vogelweide) + Mystik (Meister Eckhart) + 70-71, Fragen zu Lyrik + Mystik.

9. OKT. Do.

Clay, pp.64-68, Lyrik (Walter von der Vogelweide) + Mystik (Meister Eckhart) + 

pp. 70-71, Fragen zu Lyrik + Mystik.

HOMEWORK:

KAPITEL IV, SPÄTES MITTELALTER (1300-1500).

Clay, pp. 77-80, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 80-82, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 7

14. OKT. Di.

KAPITEL IV, SPÄTES MITTELALTER (1300-1500).

Clay, pp. 77-80, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 80-82, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

HOMEWORK:

Hans Sachs – See: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/autoren/sachs.htm
16. OKT. Do.

Hans Sachs – See: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/autoren/sachs.htm
HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 82-85, Sprache + pp. 85-86, Fragen zur Sprache.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 8

21. OKT. Di.

Clay, pp. 82-85, Sprache + pp. 85-86, Fragen zur Sprache.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 86-88, Literatur – Meier Helmbrecht + Der Ackermann aus Böhmen + 

pp. 97-98, Fragen zur Literatur (Helmbrecht + Ackermann).

http://www.manfredhiebl.de/helmbrecht.htm
http://www.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/helios/fachinfo/www/kunst/digi/henfflin/cpg76.html
http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/tepl/ackerman/ackerman.htm
23. OKT. Do.

Clay, pp. 86-88, Literatur – Meier Helmbrecht + Der Ackermann aus Böhmen + 

pp. 97-98, Fragen zur Literatur (Helmbrecht + Ackermann).

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 88-94, Literatur – Das Volkslied + Volksschwänke (Hans Sachs – Der heilige Georg . . . . + Von einem laut schreienden Mönch) + pp. 98-99, Fragen zur Literatur. 

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 9 

28. OKT. Di.

Clay, pp. 88-94, Literatur – Das Volkslied + Volksschwänke (Hans Sachs – Der heilige Georg . . . . + Von einem laut schreienden Mönch) + pp. 98-99, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 94-97, Literatur – Hans Sachs – Der Fahrende Schüler im Paradies, Oswold von Wolkenstein + pp. 100-101, Fragen zur Literatur.

30. OKT. Do.

Clay, pp. 94-97, Literatur – Hans Sachs – Der Fahrende Schüler im Paradies, Oswold von 

Wolkenstein + pp. 100-101, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK:

EXAM II, KAPITEL III+IV, TAKE-HOME

KAPITEL V, DAS ZEITALTER DER REFORMATION (1500-1600).

Clay, pp. 109-111, Geschichte und Kultur (Die römisch-katholische kirche … Der Humanismus, Rebellion gegen die Kirche) + p. 115 , Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur. 

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 10

4. NOV. Di.

KAPITEL V, DAS ZEITALTER DER REFORMATION (1500-1600).

Clay, pp. 109-111, Geschichte und Kultur (Die römisch-katholische kirche … Der Humanismus, Rebellion gegen die Kirche) + p. 115 , Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.  

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 111-115, Geschichte und Kultur + p. 115 , Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur. 

6. NOV. Do.

Clay, pp. 111-115, Geschichte und Kultur + p. 115-116, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 117-118, Sprache + pp. 118-119, Fragen zur Sprache;

pp. 119-125, Literatur – (Erasmus von Rotterdam, Martin Luther) + pp. 129-131, Fragen zur Literatur.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 11 

11. NOV. Di. 

Clay, pp. 117-118, Sprache + pp. 118-119, Fragen zur Sprache; 

pp. 119-125, Literatur – (Erasmus von Rotterdam, Martin Luther) + pp. 129-131, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 125-129, Literatur – Volksbücher, Till Eulenspiegel + pp. 132, Fragen zur Literatur.

13. NOV. Do. 

Clay, pp. 125-129, Literatur – Volksbücher, Till Eulenspiegel + pp. 132, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK: 

KAPITEL VI, DAS ZEITALTER DES DREISSIGJÄHRIGEN KRIEGES UND DAS BAROCK (1600-1700). 

Clay, pp. 139-145, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 145-146, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 12

18. NOV. Di.

KAPITEL VI, DAS ZEITALTER DES DREISSIGJÄHRIGEN KRIEGES UND DAS BAROCK (1600-1700). 

Clay, pp. 139-145, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 145-146, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 147-149, Sprache + p. 149, Fragen zur Sprache;

pp. 150-153, Literatur – Grimmelshausen, Simplizissimus + p. 159, Fragen zur Literatur –(Grimmelshausen, Simplizissimus).

20. NOV. Do. 

Clay, pp. 147-149, Sprache + p. 149, Fragen zur Sprache; pp. 150-153, Literatur – Grimmelshausen, Simplizissimus + p. 159, Fragen zur Literatur – (Grimmelshausen, Simplizissimus).

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 154-158, Literatur – Martin Opitz, Andreas Gryphius, Hofmannswaldau, Spee, Gerhardt, Volkslied + pp. 159-160, Fragen zur Literatur.

________________________________________ 

WOCHE 13

25. NOV. Di.

Clay, pp. 154-158, Literatur – Martin Opitz, Andreas Gryphius, Hofmannswaldau, Spee, Gerhardt, Volkslied + pp. 159-160, Fragen zur Literatur.

HOMEWORK: 

KAPITEL VII, DIE AUFKLÄRUNG. 

Clay, pp. 165-171, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 172-173, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.  

27. NOV. Do. – KEIN UNTERRICHT – THANKSGIVING!
_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 14

2. DEZ. Di. 

KAPITEL VII, DIE AUFKLÄRUNG. 

Clay, pp. 165-171, Geschichte und Kultur + pp. 172-173, Fragen zur Geschichte und Kultur.

HOMEWORK:

Clay, pp. 174-177, Sprache + p. 177, Fragen zur Sprache.

4. DEZ. Do. 

Clay, pp. 174-177, Sprache + p. 177, Fragen zur Sprache.

HOMEWORK: 

Clay, pp. 184-190, Literatur – Gotthold Ephraim Lessing – Nathan der Weise + 

pp. 193-194, Fragen zur Literatur (Lessing). 

_________________________________________ 

WOCHE 15

9. DEZ. Di.      Letzter Unterrichtstag

Clay, pp. 184-190, Literatur – Gotthold Ephraim Lessing – Nathan der Weise + pp. 193-194, Fragen zur Literatur (Lessing).  

HOMEWORK
PREPARE FOR EXAM III, KAPITEL V-VII

11. DEZ. Do.

PREPARE FOR EXAM III, KAPITEL V-VII

[letzter Unterrichtstag]

WOCHE 16

16. DEZ. Di.      FINAL EXAM PERIOD – EXAM III, KAPITEL V+VII



3:30 – 5:00
